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DICK ENBERG ° 1935-2017 


Versatile sports broadcaster 
finished career with Padres 


BY BRYCE MILLER 


Longtime sports broadcaster and 
former Padres play-by-play announc- 
er Dick Enberg died Thursday morn- 
ing at his La Jolla home, said his wife, 


Barbara. He was 82. 


Barbara Enberg said the family 
found out later in the day after he 
failed to arrive on a flight to Boston, 
where they were scheduled to meet. 
She said her husband appeared to be 
waiting for a car that was set to shuttle 
him to San Diego International Air- 


port for a 6:30 a.m. flight. 


“He was dressed with his bags 
packed at the door,” she said. “We 
think it was a heart attack.” 

Enberg defined versatility as a 
broadcaster, covering 28 Wimbledon 
tournaments, 10 Super Bowls and 
eight NCAA basketball title games as 
the play-by-play voice of the UCLA 


Bruins during its 
run. 


Enberg’s talented voice was paired 
with relentless preparation and a zest 
for telling the stories behind a genera- 
tion’s biggest games. He cared as 

SEE ENBERG e° A10 


dynasty-building 


HAYNE PALMOUR IV U-T 
Padres TV play-by-play broad- 
caster Dick Enberg waves to fans 
during a 2016 ceremony at Petco 
Park to honor his retirement. 


CONGRESS OKs 
STOPGAP BILL 


Shutdown avoided, 
but showdowns loom 
on hot-button issues 


BY MIKE DEBONIS 
& ERICA WERNER 


WASHINGTON 

Congress passed a stop- 
gap spending bill Thursday, 
averting a partial government 
shutdown at midnight 
tonight but pushing into Jan- 
uary showdowns on spend- 


ing, immigration, health care 
and national security. 

Among the issues still to 
be resolved is federal aid for 
victims ofrecent wildfires and 
hurricanes. The House on 
Thursday passed a separate 
$81 billion disaster relief bill, 
but the Senate did not im- 
mediately take it up amid 
Democratic objections. 

The stopgap extends fed- 
eral funding through Jan. 19 
and provides temporary ex- 
tensions of the Children’s 

SEE CONGRESS « A6 


HOMELESS 
SETTLED IN 
BIG TENT 
AHEAD OF 
CHRISTMAS 


Alpha Project shelter 
a welcome break for 
many on the street 


BY GARY WARTH 


They may not be home 
for the holidays, but for al- 
most 300 people living in a 
large tent downtown, it’s the 
next best thing. 

“Last year, Christmas 
was on the street,” said 
Lynette Gresham, 51, one of 
about 270 homeless people 
living in a tented shelter run 
by the Alpha Project near 
Petco Park. “Here, every- 
body is like family. And Pma 
big kid at heart. I still believe 
in Santa Claus.” 

Carlito Fisk, 46, said he 
has a better outlook these 
days and plans to have a bet- 
ter Christmas than last, 
which was spent in jail. 

“Tm around people who 
are positive,” he said. 
“Things are getting better. 
I’m hoping I can get a job 
soon.” 

The large industrial tent 
on Newton Avenue just off 
16th Street is one of three the 
city of San Diego plans to op- 
erate as bridge housing, ora 
place for homeless people to 
stay while getting help to 
find a permanent home. 

Veterans Villages of San 
Diego is scheduled to open a 
second tent for 200 people 
this morning, and Father 
Joe’s Villages is expected to 
open a 150-bed tent for fam- 
ilies before the new year. 

Almost three weeks since 

SEE TENT ° A8 


Millions of shoppers 
expected at malls on 
Super Saturday 


AN 


Expected increase 
from last year in total 
U.S. holiday sales 


o% 


Percentage of shoppers 
expected to buy their 
final gift on Saturday 


b | 


o% 


Percentage of shoppers 
who will buy their final 
gift after Christmas 


HAYNE PALMOUR IV U-T 


Cashier Vicky Cooper completes a sale at Old Navy in Mission Valley, where customers got discounts 
of 75 percent off Thursday. Other stores are offering late deals and extended hours this weekend. 


Malls 


for late crunch 
of shoppers 


For stores, Super Saturday is expected 
to be second-busiest day of the year 


bracing 


Christmas. 


BY JENNIFER VAN GROVE 


The shopping crunch is on with 126 million 
Americans, or 53 percent of consumers, expected 
to brave mall crowds on the last Saturday before 


Super Saturday, as the day is known, is gener- 
ally one of the most-trafficked brick-and-mortar 
days, with some analysts expecting it to be the 


second-busiest shopping day of the year. The 


only difference this year is that Saturday crowds 
might not be as chaotic as in years past, down 
from 156 million mall-goers last year. 

That’s not because Internet retailers will steal 
their last-minute thunder. Most of the free ship- 


ping offers have expired. Rather, the drop in Su- 


weekend 


per Saturday participation can be attributed to 
consumers starting earlier and having an extra 
shopping 


day this holiday 


SEE SHOP e° A8 


DEPARTURE 
OF SALK 
INSTITUTE 
PRESIDENT 
A SURPRISE 


Nobel Prize laureate 
Blackburn says she’s 
retiring next summer 


BY GARY ROBBINS 
& BRADLEY J. FIKES 


Nobel Prize laureate Eliz- 
abeth Blackburn is unex- 
pectedly retiring as presi- 
dent of the Salk Institute for 
Biological Studies in La Jol- 
la, two years 
after taking 
over a re- 
search center 
thats been 
roiled by ac- 
cusations of 


gender dis- i 
crimination. Elizabeth 
Black- Blackburn 


burn, 69, is- 

sued a statement Thursday 
that said she will leave the 
institute at the end of next 
summer. 

She did not mention the 
three faculty members who 
separately sued the institute 
over the summer, alleging 
that the Salk discriminates 
against women in salary, 
benefits, promotion and ac- 
cess to money. 

Blackburn says the alle- 
gations are untrue. She de- 
clined a request from the 
Union-Tribune on Thursday 
to discuss the lawsuits and 
her retirement. 

Her retirement comes 
just over four months after 
Ted Waitt unexpectedly 
stepped down as chair of the 
Salk, an elite center whose 
basic research has helped 
produce new drugs to fight 

SEE BLACKBURN « A6 


card reinstated after 
Gov. Brown’s pardon 
BY KATE MORRISSEY 


When Marco Chavez Me- 
dina walked across the bor- 
der at San Ysidro on Thurs- 
day, he carried with him the 
hopes of hundreds of U.S. 
military veterans who have 
been deported after their 
years of service. 

Before he walked into the 
port of entry, several de- 
ported veterans who live in 
Tijuana shook his hand, 
wished him well and then 


Chavez, 45, is the first de- 
ported military veteran to 
have his green card reinstat- 
ed after receiving a pardon 
for the conviction that 
caused him to lose it. 

For the first time in 15 
years, Chavez will be home 
for Christmas. 

“I was in disbelief,” 
Chavez said after emerging 
from an interview with bor- 
der officials. “I believe it 
now.” 

Though he said he was 
nervous and couldn’t sleep 
the night before, Chavez 
didn’t show it. He stood 
calmly with his hands folded 

SEE CHAVEZ « A10 


JOHN GIBBINS U-T 
Marine veteran Marco Chavez (right) hugs Nathan 
Fletcher, a combat veteran himself, on Thursday. 


GROOM TURNS OUT TO BE 
CONVICTED DRUG SMUGGLER 


U.S. citizen who wed at border fence 
passed government background check 


BY KRISTINA DAVIS 


When Brian Houston 
wed his Mexican fiancée in a 
surprise ceremony during a 
rare opening ofthe steel gate 
on the U.S.-Mexico border 
fence last month, he said it 
was because he could not 
cross into Tijuana. 

Now we know why. 

Houston, a U.S. citizen, is 
awaiting sentencing in San 
Diego federal court on a 
drug smuggling conviction 


—a fact that the Border Pa- 
trol says it did not know 
when it ran a background 
check on him clearing him to 
participate in the event at 

Border Field State Park. 
Houston was arrested in 
February as he crossed 
through the San Ysidro Port 
of Entry. Found hidden in his 
Volkswagen Jetta were 43 
pounds of heroin, 47 pounds 
of methamphetamine and 
43 pounds of cocaine, ac- 
SEE GROOM « A10 
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‘GREATEST SHOWMAN’ NOT SO GREAT 


Hugh Jackman portrays PT. Barnum in a musical 
that’s the perfect realization of a bad idea. Story, E1 
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1 Payments are for a 2018 XT5 FWD Luxury. $389 per mo. + tax for 36 mos. 32,500 miles for lease term. $.25/ per mile thereafter. $1,995 
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